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Your Excellency, Mr Chalermpol Thanchitt, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Kingdom of Thailand to the Russian Federation,
Mr Vladimir Strashko, Vice-President of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of the Russian Federation,
Mr. Tokarev Vladimir, Deputy Chairman of the Russian –Thai Business Council 
Members and representatives of the Russian-Thai Business Council;

Leaders of the MICE industries in Russia and Thailand;
Media representatives, 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen;
Good morning, 

Thank you and a very warm welcome to you all on behalf of the Thailand Convention & Exhibition Bureau or TCEB. I am honoured and delighted to be here on this important occasion of today’s signing of a Memorandum of Understanding between the Russian – Thai Business Council and Thailand Convention and Exhibition Bureau. 
Let me first take this opportunity to thank His Excellency Mr Chalermpol Thancitt for gracing us with his presence today. We are delighted that you have been able to take time from your busy schedules to join this occasion today. 

As your Excellency has already said, I am sure that the signing of this MOU is a major step forward in promoting and enhancing cooperation in the Meetings, Incentive Tourism, Convention and Exhibition, or (MICE) industry among our two countries. 
Let me share with you a few remarks on Thailand’s MICE industry, which as you will know, has enjoyed a period of rapid and sustained growth over the past five years. Both government and the private sector have made major investments in world-class venues, infrastructure, accommodation and professional services. As a result, Thailand moved quickly up the rankings, and has emerged as a globally preferred destination for hosting major international business events. 

And following last year’s political protests, growth has picked up strongly and visitors are returning to Thailand.
In his opening remarks, His Excellency Mr Chalermpol Thanchitt, referred to the close and long-standing cultural and economic ties between Russia and Thailand. She also reminded us of the spectacular growth in bilateral trade between our countries, which have increased by 140% from 2006 to 2010, reached an impressive 4 billion US$ last year. 

In 2011, Thailand expects to welcome almost 720,000 MICE visitors, who will participate in a meeting & incentives, conventions, exhibitions and trade fairs, generating expected revenues of 1.9 billion US$.

We expect over 100,000 visitors from Europe this year, representing significant growth of up to 26% over last year’s figures. The Russian MICE market is expected to contribute up to 8% of the total European MICE market, so we see considerable potential for further growth over the coming years.

We can therefore expect that the closer cooperation through the MOU to be signed today will bring major trade benefits for the MICE industries in both Russia and Thailand sides. Therefore, I am very confident that this MOU will contribute significantly to improving bilateral ties between our two countries, and we are looking forward to see this fruitful business relationship blossoming further to benefit the economic competitiveness of both countries.
Let me end by saying that TCEB, as the government agency responsible for promoting the development of Thailand’s MICE industry, values this cooperation highly. We therefore stand ready and willing to give our full support and assistance to Russian companies and organizations who wish to hold their conventions, incentive events or exhibitions in Thailand.  You can be assured of a warm and hospitable welcome as well as world-class professional service. 

Thank you all for your attention. [image: image1]
